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COMMUNIST MILITARY POSITION IN KOREA

8, The Chiness Commmists have suffered an estimated
208,000 and ths North Koreadﬁ 411,000 casualties from the -
start of the Koreaﬁ campaign to- date, fl.'kwse losses ropree
sent a major portion of the originai, highly-;trained North
Korean invasion Army. Practically all physically fi.t mles
in North Koréa bave apparently now been conscripted as re-
placemente for the North lﬁorean casualties, Chinese Commie=
nist losses includs an apprecisble number of well-trained,
hardecore Commmnist troops, but this mjorit;r of Chinese
troops and casualties in Korea have probably been e x-Natiom

1lists or inexperienced conscripts.

9. Despite these heavy manpowsr losses, Communist fqi'eoa
in Korea are still estimated to total 536,000 consisting of
293,000 Chiness and 243,000 North Xoreans. Thess forces are
now in a process of regroupmesnt north of the 38th Parallel,
and there are indications that substantial Commmist reserves
along the Sin_o-ﬁo:ean bordsr are bsing moved into the battle
zone., Total Chinese Commmist reserves in Hanch\n'ia‘nm:‘. .
368,000 Field Force troops (soms of whom my have beeh sup—
plied with Soviet equipment) and 370,000 Nilitary District
troops . There are indications that additional forces are naw
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moving toward Manchuria from China proper, where thsre are
some 2,488 »000 Field Fores and Military District troops.

| 10.( :Ghinese equipment losses, mainly small mrms and
mortars, have -beenl s}ight s and the Chinese have fairly large
reserve stocks in Manchuria, In addition, current production
from tfxe RMcn a.rsena;1 is belioved sufficient to meet 2 major
" part of Chinese Communist requirements in Korea ft;:r small arms
and a@nition. North Korean .fbrces, dependent almost en-
f.irgl,& o tfn USSR for equipment, lost a very subatantid
portion of their armament during their retreat in September
1950. Although the North Korean Amy is now reequipped with
Soviet weapons, replacement of heavy materisl such as tanks
and artillery apparently has‘ nt kept up with attrition. The
Soviet Union possesses in the Far East suppllies adequate, if
ths Krem],‘in‘ should choose to nh@@ them, for A gfreatl;r in.

masa& program of support to Commbnist forces in Korsa,

11, U forces have destroyed or damaged appro:;imately
225 Communist aireraft ,-but- most of this damege was inflicted
early in ths war before the North Korean air force vdthdrew
to Manchuria. Since that time fhe Communis® have not come
mitted their air poténtial,. which is gradually incraasing
with Soviet direction and technical assistance, The Chinese
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| Commmist and North Korean air forces in Korea are estimated
to have available now a combined strength of approximately
160 airveraft of fighter, ground attack, light bomber and
transport types. In eddition the Chinese Commmists amd
North Koreans are holding in reserve approximately 760 air-
craft of all types, If, howsver, the combined North Korean-
Chinese Commmist air foree were committed to sustained
operations in support of groumd troops or to cover linss of
commmications, combat and maintensnes atirition would re-
duce its combet effectivemess to en insignificant level with-

in a short time, probably sbout a week.

12, In view of their remaining combat strength and
largs reserves, Chinese Commonist forces in Korea are prob-
ably not appreciably weaker than they were at the time of
Chinese interventlon, | So long as UN forcos retsin air su-
premacy, however, the Commnists will have considersble dif-
ficulty in supplying an army any larger than the present
force, Vo believe, therefors, that the Commmist forves in
Korea, unless substantially reinforced by air and sea power,
are incapable of driving UR forces from Korea, They bave,
however, a potential for local offensives based on massed

manpower and are probably capable of retaining control of a

-6 -

SECRET
Approved For Release 2005/04/26 : CIA-RDP79R01012A000800050065-6



Approved For R{Ie}se 2005/04/26 : CIA-RDP79R01012AQQ0800050065-6
SECRET

substantial part of North Korea, and fighting an almost ine
definite war of attrition against forges approximately as
% large and effective as the UN forces at present in Korea.

PROBABLE CHINESE COMMUNIST INTENTIONS WITH RESPECT TO KORFA

13, Ths Chinese diplomatic position is such that they
can still propbse a peaceful settlemant with the UN or
"accept" certain offers already made by the UN and not
formally withdrawn. The possibility cannot be ovnrlooked,
therefore, that the North Koreans or thes Chinese Commmnists
might at any time reverse their present policy and begin |
negotiations. Their maximum objective might be to obtain
‘a favorable settlament with respect %o such major issues
as US protection of Taiwan, Ghipaae Communist admission
to the ‘UN, and ultimate control of a unified Korea, Their
minimm objective mizht involve gaining time, developing
favorable propaganda, and cauaing dissénsion among the US
and ite allies. We do not belleve, however, that the |
Chinese Communists are nofv willing or are likely to bscoms
willing to depart from their previously announced terms for
a negotiated Korean settlement. They originally considersd
the Korean campaign to be important enough to intervene despite
what they plainly conaidsred a grave risk of US retaliatiom
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against China proper, They probably oould not now "'with-'-
draw® their “volmteer* troops from Korea without inacceptable
108s of face or,in view of their reiterated statements that
Korea must be fully "liberated" ' /Lvo/n to é.gree to the status -
quo ante. @n balanco, therefore we beiiéve that Peiﬁihg e
vd.ll cont_inue to prosecufm the war, despite Chinese losses

to da’og,' the further losses that would bo incurred if the
figi'lting continues, and ths increasing strain on China's

domestic economy that would be involved.

‘..»v""m o . “
i, Apert from immediate considerations involving its

might consider prolonged prosscution of ‘the war desirable
. on grounds of the economic strain and military diversion it
may be considered to represent for the West, and, more im-

o

portantly, the opportunities it presents for magnifying the
setitiment among some of the UN allies for bringing the Korsen
war to an ond despite important concessions to the Communists

\ omn prestige snd security, the Chinese qumwist government
i

/

H

e mads, To achieve this purposs,

Il T SSTE————l

chinosc» Communists could attempt to hold a line on thes Kor
peninsula, but could also withdraw into Manchuris. If the
UN then refrained from éttacking ﬁtmx on Chinese texfritory,
they could prepare for a new Kor at—a-time

their own choosing. he meanwhils, the UN would be com-
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pelled %o maintain froces in Korea under circumstances which
would still involve a major military comitme-xﬂ'.;and would
probably weaken the will of the UN to continus the war, and
might cause increased dissension between the US and ite al-
‘Ues,

PROBABLE SOVIET INTENTIONS WITH RESPECT TO KOREA

15, If the Kremlin, chose to intervene directly and
opanly :ln Korea, Soviet forces in the Far East are capable
of mounting a large-scale ground, sea, and alr campaign that

would undoubtedly force a withdrawal of UN fc.u;'t:am° If the
USSR intervened in Korea on such & scale, however, the Kremlin
would have to be fully mrepared for the immediate begimming
of general hostilities with the US. On balance, we belisve
that the USSR would be unlikely to intervene cpenly and
directly in Korea unless and until it had decided, on the
basis of the world situation in general, that war with the
US was imminent and wmavoidable., Operations in Korea would
not then raprésant the primary Soviet effort ¢ &lthough the
Eremlin would probably attempt, as ome of its opening
campaigns, w0 destroy UN forces deployed there.

16, The Kremlin's stake in the Korean. war, however, is

as great, if not greater, than China's, and the Kremlin prob-
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ably will meke strenuous efforts to prevent a Communist
defeat in Korea, Soviet propaganda, culminating in a
gbatement by Stalin himself, has never varied from the
Line that an "imperialiet® defeat 13 inevitable, This
pmdietjm has always been in general terms, however, and
to date, Soviet leaders have scrupulously refrained from
any fqrm of overt intervention in the Korean war or de=

| finitive Soviet comﬂ.tmefxt. Instead they have confined
thamsalvea to furnishing moral, diplomatic, and materiel
support to the North Koreans and Chinese Commmmists.
Apparently the Kremlin has preferred to sea ths Korean
campaign go ‘on inconclusively for a long time rather than
to risk precipitating global war by intervening with sui=
ficient force to insure an early and decisive victorya
If, however, the campaign appearcd aboub to end in faiixn'e
as a- result of insufficient Soviet support, it is con=
ceivable that the strain on Sino-Soviet relatione might
become o great that the USSR would hawe to choose between
sherply increased intervention or. abandonment < of its whole
sﬁrategic posifbion in the Far East, At this point, and
there is no réliable eridence as to when it might be rcached‘,
+he USSR might.feel compelled to accept greatly increased
riské of precipitating general wir with the US in order to
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preserve its alliance with China, protect its position in
the Far East, and restore Soviet mrestige in general.

17. If the Kremlin is moved by such considerations it
proba'bly has already decided that it ia- necesaary to provide
increased assistance to the Communist forces in Korea. It ‘
is not clear what form such increased Soviet participation
in Korea may take, Because the Chinese and Koreans lack
equipment rather than manpower, the USSR might simply fwrnish
heavy artillery and tanks, and augment the Chinessg<North
Korean air force with Soviat planes, flown by 'i'volmteef"
pilots, possibly not of Soviet nationality. Such support
might possibly be augmented by naval aid in the form of
submarine and mine warfare: The Kremlin might provide such
support only sparingly, in an effort to prolong the mresent
stalemate, or at least to prevent a Commnist defeat, or it
might provide support on a scals sufficient to attempt to

force the UN to withdraw from Korea.

18, We have already observed indications of intensive
preparations for increased Communist gir activity in Hane
churia and Korea, and the evident need for increased alr
support to the Commmist forces in Korea suggests that a

new phase of air activity is about to begin, probably ine
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volving participation of Soviet planes and persomnel. It
would be logical for North Korean and Chinese Communist
eloments to operate in forward areas and for Soviet air
eléﬁents, 1f they intervened in the fighting, ©o operate
bohind tmmrﬁgﬁnﬂfféoﬁet air intervention on any
scala that would not provoks UN retaliation against the
USSR heowever, would nob be decisive in the Korean operation,
!and eould not be undertaken without risk of very serlous
losses of Commumnist aircraft.{/Soviet participation, there
fore,would probably have to go beyond an air commitment, .
perhaps to tha'point of including the participation of Soviet-
bloc "volunteer® troops, serving either within existing
Chinese or Korean units or in an "international" army, and
posgibly naval units. Thé level of Soviet participation in
the Korean fighting, if it were increased but remained short
of open intervention, might be built up gradually as Soviet
leaders assess US acceptance of the previous increment and
US inability or unwillingness to force a showdowm with the
USSR on the issue of covert or "volunteer" Sovied parti-
cipation; The Kremlin would rely heavily on the reluctancé
of the US and its allies to abtack the USSR directly, whatever
the provocation in Korea. Ve believe, in view of all these

considerations, that the scnle of Soviet intervention in
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Korea will inecrease, particularly if the Chinese Commmists
guffer more reverses, but that the intervention m.ll remain
in a form that is at lsast semi=covert and can be disavowed
by the USSR in order to e.void giving any clear=cut provocation
to the US.

19, Although the most likely course of Soviet action
at present is a more effective commitment in support of
continuing Chinese Coxmnlmist and North Korean operations,
it is possible that the Kremlin is wnwilling to accept the
risks .involved or would prefer to husband Soviat resources.’
In such an event the USSR might encourage or acquiesce in
Chinese Commmist or North Korean efforts to cbtain the
best 't erms available in a negotiated settlement. Neverthee
less, on the basis of indications now availatde, and in view
of the fact that the continued existence of Manchuria as a
secure base obviates the necessity for any decisive diplomatic
action on the part of the North Koreans or Chinese, we be=
lieve that the USSR would not accept such a solution vithout
first having exploited the possibiliti'esroi‘ intervening in
Korea mdre effectively, while still preserving the fiction

of official Soviet aloofness from the conflict.
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